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Guide for Presenters 

Pandemic, Crisis, and Modern Studies Twitter Conference 

(#cmodspan2020) 
 

This guide is meant to help you to prepare and format your twitter-papers 

before the Pandemic Twitter conference on 12 June, 2020.1 Though the guide tries 

to answer any questions that you might have about this new form of conference 

and the format of your presentation, it may not cover everything, so feel free to 

let us know if you are unsure about anything. 

 

Twitter Accounts: 

We highly recommend that you set up and use your own twitter account for 

the sake of an engaging experience. Participating with your own account will help 

build up your profile, enlarge your influence, and allow for an easier interaction 

with other panellists and audience. It will also facilitate Q&A sessions. Being 

involved in the conference with your own twitter account will turn the conference 

experience from a one sided communication channel into an open dialogue. 

Details about opening a new account can be found on www.twitter.com.  

 

 

How it works on 12 June: 
You are expected to present your paper from your personal Twitter account at 

a specific time (BST) on 12 June, 2020, according to the conference schedule. 

Follow the instructions below to format your paper accordingly. 

We will introduce each paper and invite questions from the audience using the 

Countervoices Twitter account (@cmodspgforum1). 

All conference interactions will appear on the main hashtag page: 

#cmodspan2020. 

 

                                                   
1 This guide owes a great deal to the #ASEH2018Tweets Presenters’ Guide. We want to thank Jessica M. Dewitt for 

the wonderful work she did in developing the concept of a Twitter conference. 

http://www.twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Cmodspan2020?src=hashtag_click
https://jessicamdewitt.wordpress.com/2018/02/12/aseh2018tweets-presenters-guide/
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Before the Conference: 

Drafting Your Tweets 

o As you would do with a normal conference paper, draft your tweets ahead of 

time. You can use a word processor like Microsoft Word, Apple’s Pages or any 

other program or app to do it.  

o We recommend using a program that allows character counts – this will help you 

divide your paper into tweets in advance: Twitter allows for 280 characters per 

tweet. These include spaces, so make sure that you plan accordingly. 

o Each paper should be a thread of tweets (10-15 tweets). These can include text 

and visuals, so feel free to include pictures, graphics, slides, video, music or even 

links.  

o Please number your tweets (0/15, 1/15, 2/15…) to make it easier for people to 

follow the thread and see where it ends. This is especially important if you do not 

intend to use the automatic thread option to tweet your paper at once (see 

below). 

o On your introductory tweet (0/15): Include your name, the title of your paper, 

the conference hashtag (#cmodspan2020) and tag the Countervoices 

(@cmodspgforum1) and Centre for Modern Studies (@cmods1) accounts. You 

are welcome to add other relevant hashtags if you wish. This would be your 0/15 

tweet. 

o Keep in mind that the panelists for this conference come from different fields of 

study and from all over the world, so aim for a scholarly but non-specialist 

audience. 

Here is an example of what your first tweet should look like:  
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Preparing Your Twitter Account  

o Please ensure that your account is not private and that your tweets are not 

protected, at least for the duration of the conference. If your account is private, 

others will not be able to see your presentation. 

o You may want to consider making your images accessible (You can learn how to 

do that here). 

o It is recommended to follow the Countervoices (@cmodspgforum1) and CModS 

(@cmods) accounts, as well as the conference hashtag on Twitter 

#cmodspan2020 in advance – this will help you see updates before the 

conference, and see the presentations as they unfold during the conference. 

o This twitter conference is open to everyone. Feel free to spread the word to your 

colleagues, students, family members, friends, and followers.  You can retweet 

the schedule and the programme when we publish it, and tell people why you 

are excited to participate! 

 

 

During the conference: 
Each paper will be allocated a fifteen-minutes time-slot. Consult the 

programme to check your tweeting time, which is given in British Summer Time. 

You will be able to see all papers (including yours!) on the main hashtag page 

#cmodspan2020. 

 

Here are some guidelines on how to tweet your paper: 

o Countervoices (@cmodspgforum1) will introduce you and the title of your 

paper. 

o Publish your tweets in a thread (see below) in your allotted time, starting with 

your title tweet (as detailed under ‘Drafting Your Presentation’).  

o Your tweets will appear on the main hashtag page. 

o At the end of each panel, Countervoices (@cmodspgforum1) will invite 

questions from the audience. 

o Reply to questions about your paper. 

o See what others in the conference are writing and interact with them – ask 

questions, comment and retweet the content you found most interesting! 

https://support.twitter.com/articles/20174660
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Cmodspan2020?src=hashtag_click
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How to Create a Thread (examples below) 

Either: 

Start with your first tweet, then reply to that. Continue replying to your tweets 

until you are done. 

Or: 

Use the automated thread option: Type in your first tweet, then press the + 

sign next to the “Tweet” button (on the Android app this would be in the bottom 

right corner of the screen). This will allow you to type your second tweet as part of 

a thread. Continue pressing the + until you have completed your thread. Press 

‘Tweet all’, and you’re done! 

 

Here is an example of what your screen would look like: 

 
 

You can see examples of Twitter conference papers here: 

https://twitter.com/ASEHGradCaucus/status/1243946354537385985 

After the Conference: 
The Countervoices account will create a thread with all of the papers. Anyone 

who has missed the original date would still be able to read the papers, comment 

and ask questions.  

 

 

https://twitter.com/ASEHGradCaucus/status/1243946354537385985
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Prizes: 
As you saw in our call for papers, the best papers will receive prizes worth up 

to £50. After the conference, we will invite you to vote for the most successful 

papers according to the criteria below. The conference committee will consider 

your votes in deciding on the winners.  

The Selection Criteria 

1. Quality: the presenter makes a nuanced argument that relies on a solid 

methodology and relevant evidence to support their ideas. Given the format (i.e. 

tweets), the analysis must be penetrating, with a high level of synthesis. The paper 

demonstrates a strong link between the presenter’s research and their ability to 

adapt/connect it to the current crisis. 

2. Originality: the creative and original manner in which the presenter connects 

their research with the pandemic; showing independent and critical thought as 

well as original use of evidence/criticism. 

3. Presentation: the paper is clearly and eloquently presented, having a 

coherent structure, and using the format effectively and creatively (e.g. 

attachments, links), while also clearly communicating its ideas to a non-specialist 

audience. 

 


