
The Modernist Review - Book Review Submission Guidelines

If you would like to discuss an idea for a potential book review, please contact The Modernist
Review (TMR) editorial team at tmr@bams.ac.uk.

The Purpose of Book Reviews
1. To demonstrate the depth and breadth of current book publications within the discipline

of modernism.
2. To help readers of TMR determine if they should read or purchase the book.

Book Reviewer’s responsibilities

● Book reviewers are responsible for ensuring that their submitted book review contains
accurate facts, dates, grammar, spelling, and adheres to the following book review
guidelines:

○ All book reviews will be edited by the editorial team of TMR. However, the
editorial team does not hold a physical copy of the book under review. Therefore,
the book reviewer alone is responsible for providing accurate facts, dates,
grammar, spelling (especially of names, references, and page numbers within the
book, which the TMR editorial team cannot verify).

○ The reviewer must rely on the information published in the actual book, not that
which is featured on the publisher’s website or other booksellers’ websites.

○ The review is the author’s original work and has not been published elsewhere.
○ The review contains neither plagiarism nor ethical, libellous, unlawful statements.
○ All reviews are subject to editorial revision before publication.

Content of Book Review

● Book reviews must contain a critical analysis of the book, which could include the
following five steps (as a suggestion):

1. Provide an overview of the book
2. Identify important information in the book
3. Place this book into the wider context and literature
4. Critically analyse the book, including:

● Organisation and clarity of writing
● Identification of logical flaws
● Critical assessment of research methods
● Use of Sources

5. In conclusion, provide an articulate and academic opinion of the book’s
achievements and shortcomings.

● At the end of the book review, reviewers must provide guidance on whether the work
constitutes an important point of reference for a particular field.
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● Errors of fact or typographical errors can be pointed out in the review but should not be
dwelt upon unless the reviewer feels the errors compromise the validity of the work as a
whole.

● Please be kind and balance critical observations with a recognition of the contributions
that the text might offer.

● Criticism must be substantiated with reference to appropriate alternative scholarly work.
● Due care and attention must be paid to diversity, equality and the avoidance of

generalisations.

Form of Book Review

● Book reviews must be between 700 and 1000 words, which includes everything: the
review, all footnotes, and the book title information at the top of the review.

● When writing the review, reviewers are required to follow the TMR editorial style guide
which is available online at:
https://modernistreviewcouk.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/style-guide-for-the-modernist-r
eview-1.pdf
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